Rara National Park is the smallest national park of the country. It is rich in floral and faunal diversity. Rara is one of the sacred lakes and is listed as a Ramsar site. The aim of the study was to compile the representative flora of Rara lake and to present status of available vegetation. The research used both primary and secondary sources of data. Field visit was conducted in June, 2010 during which more than 300 plant specimens were collected. The secondary data were collected from Rara and adjoining area like Gamgadi. These data were thoroughly analyzed to understand the composition of vegetation. The study revealed the existence of about 224 flowering plant species in the area, under 173 genera and 67 families. Compositae was found to be the largest family (21 species and 17 genera) followed by Rosaceae (19 species and 10 genera).
along west to east with different patches of vegetation composition in different aspects around Rara lake.
The botanical exploration of Karnali zone started with the visit of Col. Bailey in 1956. He visited different parts of Karanali zone including Rara lake for botanical collection. Fifteen years later, British scientists gathered a large number of plants from this area. Stainton travelled the major parts of the zone in 1963 to explore its flora. Similarly, Itoh and Rajbhandary in 1965, and other Nepalese botanists also visited the zone on different occasions and assembled a large number of plants for herbarium, garden and other laboratory purposes (Manandhar, 1984) . Ferro who visited it in 1979 has compiled limnological and biological data. Morphological, physical, chemical and biological information of Rara lake has already been published by Tokio and Yashiro in 1986. 
Materials and methods
The research is based on both primary and secondary data. For the primary information, a field visit was conducted in June, 2010 during which, more than 300 plant specimens under different families were collected as herbarium specimens, with collection number, locality and plant habit. The secondary data was based on herbaria collected from Rara Lake and adjoining areas by different collectors at different times, and deposited by them at National Herbarium Basnet (KATH). Such data were further analyzed in accordance with family, generic and specific names.
The collected specimens were thoroughly examined and identified by using relevant references as Hooker (1883-1887), DPR (1994) , Polunin and Stainton (1984) . They were crosschecked with the herbarium specimens deposited at KATH. The nomenclature given in latest taxonomic literatures (Press et al., 2000; DPR, 2001 ) were adopted. The herbarium specimens are deposited at National Herbarium KATH, Godawari, Lalitpur, Nepal.
Results and discussion
The flora of the study area comprised a total of 224 species, 173 genera and 67 families of flowering plants (Annex 1). The research found Compositae to be the largest family (21 species under 17 genera) followed by Rosaceae (19 species under 10 genera), and Labiatae. They are followed by Graminae (14 species under 11 genera), Cyperaceae (13 species and 9 genera) and Umbelliferae (9 species under 7 genera). Twenty nine families were counted as least species number holding family. These included, Acanthaceae, Amaranthaceae, Asclepiadaceae, Balasminaceae, Buxaceae, Campanulaceae, Cannabinaceae, Coriariaceae, Dioscoreaceae, Dipsacaceae, Holoragaceae, Juglandaceae, Lentibulariaceae, Loranthaceae, Menyanthaceae, Onagraceae, Orchidaceae, Oxalidaceae, Phytolacaceae, Plantaginaceae, Primulaceae, Rubiaceae, Rutaceae, Tamaricaceae, Taxaceae, Thymelaceae, Urticaceae,Vitaceae and Zigiberaceae. Other 32 families had low number of species ranging from having two to eight species in each family. The family names followed by genus and species' names are arranged alphabetically (Annex 1).
Regarding the diversity of the species in the surrounding area, least number of species was observed under pine forests, especially in the planted area near Milli Chaur. High number of herbaceous plant was found in Lower Milli along the side of pasture land designated by the Park. Although collection of aquatic macrophyte remained the focus of interest during the field study, only a few numbers of such species could be collected because of difficult field situations. Myroiphylum spicatum under the family Holoragaceae, Urticularia australis under the family Lentibulariaceae and three species of Potamogeton were recorded during the field survey. In addition, species like Isolepis setacea under the family Cyperaceae and Rumex under the family Ploygonaceae were observed in semi-aquatic habitats.
More detailed survey of vegetation is required in order to deeply understand the availability of endemic and other endangered plant species. It is suggested that a comprehensive research be conducted in future in collaboration with academic universities within the budgetary frame of the Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation. 
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